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contaminants may reinforce and widen the gaps between poorer and more affluent 
children and adults (Holzer et al. 2008).

The poverty rate among children is higher in the United States than in most other 
major Western industrialized nations. In 2013, the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) released its report on child well-being in rich countries, identifying the 
percentage of children living in relative poverty (in households with income below 
50% of the national median income). Romania ranks highest at 23.6%, followed by 
the United States at 23.09%. (Refer to Figure 2.4 for additional data.) The lowest 
relative child poverty rate is in Finland (3.6%). 

The poverty rate for U.S. children peaked in 1993 at 22.5%. In 2013, the pov-
erty rate among children was 19.9% (DeNavas-Walt et al. 2007; DeNavas-Walt 
and Proctor 2014). The risk of being poor remains high among specific groups. In 
2012, there were more poor Hispanic children (5.8 million) than poor Black (4.1 
million) or poor White non-Hispanic children (5.2 million). More than two thirds 
of poor children lived in families with at least one working family member. There 
remains a wide variation in children’s poverty rates among states; in 2012, rates 
ranged from 13.2% in North Dakota to 34.7% in Mississippi among children under 
age 18 (Children’s Defense Fund 2014).

Figure 2.4 � The percentage of children (aged 0 to 17) living in households with income below 50% of the national 
median income, 2013
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SOURCE: Adapted from UNICEF Office of Research 2013.


